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sage by diverting his attention using their artful and
seductive blandishments and solicitations. He sent
Vasantha and Manmadha to aid these devine damsels.
Vasantha made the trees bloom with fragant flowers
and the birds sing lovely notes. The sages in the hermitage
fell a prey to the bewitching beauty of the heavenly dancers.
Sage Agastya contemplated as to the cause for the unusual
vernal bloom of the foliage and the mad behaviour of his
disciples. He recognised the cause and prayed to Bhairava,
the Kshetrapala. Bhairava assumed the form of a charming
person. Those heavenly harlots, who came to entice Sage
Agastya, were themselves enticed by Bhairava's captivating
personalty. Their passionate attachment was mercilessly
exploited by Bhairava. When those adulteresses were
completely deprived of their veils and guiles, Bhairava
stood before them in his real form. On seeing his ferocious
and houndish form those damsels were frightened and fled
to their heavenly abode in utter despondency, defeat and
disgrace. They were preceded by Vasantha and Manmadha.
The sages regained calmness and continued the penance.
Without any further disturbance sage Agastya
continued his tapas. He would stand amidst fire in hot
summer and in pouring rain in the rainy season. He would
stand naked in bitter winter. Neither scorching Sun nor
biting cold would affect his penance. He drastically
reduced his food. In due course Lord Siva was pleased and
appeared before him mounted on his favourite Bull and
accompained by his consort Uma and other deities.
Agastya's joys knew no bounds. He praised the Lord in
the words pregnant with Vedic connotation.
He requested the Lord to forgive Sage Bhrigu for
talking impertinently and to grant the wishes of those that
worship the Linga installed by him by repeating the verses
coined by him. The Lord was pleased to grant the boons
and declared that the Sage merited to be worshipped hence
forth by all the Gods.